Lesson Plan 

I. Type of Lesson: Concept Lesson about​​​​​​​​​​​​​ interaction through good communication with others 

· (Concept: Good Communication)

II.
Information about the Class:
A. Grade Level: 6th grade academic (gifted)

B. Diversity – 
i. 27 students: 15 boys, 12 girls. 

ii. English Language Learners: none 
iii. Reading Level (range): instructional reading levels range from 6th grade reading level to post high school reading level

iv. Racial and Ethnic Backgrounds: 3 African American students, 2 Hispanic students, 22 Caucasian students. 
v. Socio-Economic Status: Middle-Class 
vi. Exceptionalities: (ADD, LD, IEPs, gifted): no English Language Learners, none of the students have learning disabilities, Title 1 eligibility, ADD, or IEPs. All the students in the class have been labeled as being above average ability and are, therefore, in the gifted program. 

III. Background Knowledge: The students are already familiar with the Native Americans and settlers. They also know that interpersonal skills are necessary to function in the culture around them. They also know how to write a friendly letter.
IV. Rationale: Knowing how to appropriately interact with others is an important skill that students should be familiar with, and one aspect of interaction with others includes successfully taking the other person’s perspective. They are also familiar with the concept of culture and how one’s culture may influence one’s actions. By working cooperatively for this lesson, the students are able to put into practice the skills being discussed in the lesson and are able to “develop good problem-solving, communication, and conflict resolution skills that transfer to setting beyond the school” (Savage & Armstrong, 2004, p. 275). 

Reference:

· Savage, T. V., & Armstrong, D. G. (2004). Effective Teaching in Elementary Social Studies (5th ed.). Columbus, OH: Pearson Education.

V.
Objectives and Assessment Plans:
1. Objective #1 – The students will analyze two primary source documents and discuss, compare, and contrast the perspectives that are presented therein. 
a. State Goal 16:  Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations. 

i. Learning Standard 16.A.2b  Compare different stories about a historical figure or event and analyze differences in the portrayals and perspectives they present.
Assessment Plan for Objective #1: The teacher will informally assess whether the comments and contributions that the students make in large and small group discussion, as well as the notes made on the discussion guides by the students, are accurate interpretations of the primary source documents.
2. Objective #2 – After group discussion, the students will write at least a paragraph long letter based on the reading and discussion stating what good communication is and how it could have been used to help “solve” the problem, using at least one concrete example and correct friendly letter format. 
a. State Goal 16:  Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations.
i. Learning Standard: 16.A.3b  Make inferences about historical events and eras using historical maps and other historical sources.
Assessment Plan for Objective #2: The students’ paragraphs will be assessed with the rubric that I created at the website <http://rubistar.4teachers.org>. 
VI.
Materials - Include the following as appropriate

A. Student Materials: pencil, paper

B. Teacher Materials: copies of the two primary source letters with discussion questions, overhead projector, Vis a vis markers

VII. Grouping Techniques:
The students will be grouped into groups of four and, within these groups, there will be pairs that will have the same primary source document to read. This will allow the pairs to discuss the contents of the texts that they have read before discussing what their document meant when compared to the text that the other two group members read. Since each of the students in the group will only have read one of the two documents, the both pairs of the group will be dependent on the others to help them understand the content of their own document.
VIII. Sequence of Activities: 

· Anticipatory Set: Ask: “How many of you have ever had a disagreement with another person?” Ask what they think was the reason for this (anticipated response: misunderstanding, inability to see the other person’s point of view, lack of communication, etc.) Point out that this sort of problem has caused difficulties throughout history. State that, in this lesson, we are going to look at the writings of a couple people in history and try to understand the two points of view that are presented there. 
· Lesson steps

· Begin by asking the students “what is communication?” (anticipated response:  to exchange thoughts, messages, or information) Then discuss what good communication is (such as paying attention when someone else speaks, exchanging thoughts and ideas between people, empathy, suggesting solutions to problems, showing the other person good understanding by nodding and affirmation, conveying knowledge to others, attentiveness to the other person, speaking at the same level and language as the other person, taking time, making the other person feel as though their thoughts are important) and what it is not (such as interrupting, walking off in midconversation, being distracted, rude speech or actions, making fun of others, not talking to someone, assuming, ignoring the speaker). Tell the students a couple of attributes of good communication (such as listening, speaking in turn, eye contact, asking related questions, etc) and then have them suggest more attributes that are characteristic of good communication. Give examples and non-examples, and then have the students role play a couple scenarios from index cards showing examples and non-examples. After each role-played scenario, have the students tell what happened in that ‘scene’ and choose whether that example demonstrated good communication or not. Ask for reasons why good communication skills are important and have the students give examples of how good communication applies to their own lives. 

· Explain to the students that in Colonial America, there were problems between the settlers and the Native Americans, and they are going to ‘investigate’ a letter written by a settler and a speech given by a Native American to see how communication affected their relationship with each other. Have the students group into fours and then pass out two of each of the primary source documents to each group. Explain that each student is to read one of the documents, and then, after finishing the readings, the pairs in the groups who read the same one will discuss the three discussion questions related to their letter. Then the group of four will discuss the two group questions comparing the two reading and analyzing the perspectives and focuses of the two writers. Walk around the room helping those who need help understanding the documents.

· Closing Set: As a class, discuss the different perspectives that were noticed, as well as examples and non-examples of good communication in the readings, and then ask the students if they can infer why there was conflict between the two groups (anticipated responses: the Native American was thwarting good communication by avoiding discussion, and the settler saw the Native American as lower than himself and, therefore, looked down on him.) 
· Independent Activity: Students will imagine that they have been called in to help the two groups work through their differences, and they need to write a letter to one of the two groups explaining what good communication is and how they could use it to solve their problem. The students should give at least one clear, concrete example of good communication so that the group receiving the letter has an example of how good communication works. Pass out a copy of the rubric to each of the students, so they can follow it in their letter writing.
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