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The Challenge of Change
Clinic Poised for Expansion
Can the right kind of tutoring make a significant impact on a child’s reading 
ability? Can it turn a reluctant reader into an eager reader? Can it change a 
child’s life? 

Ask these questions of Laurie Elish-Piper, professor of Literacy Education and 
director of the Literacy Clinic, and she’ll say, “You bet it can!” 

“So many of our families have told us what a difference our services have made 
not only for their child, but for their family as a whole. I remember one parent 
who told me they would work with their son for hours every night because he had 
such a hard time reading. After a couple of semesters of working with the Clinic, 
this child was able to do homework on his own. The parent said that this really 
improved their family time, because it reduced the stress for all of them.”

Currently, about 10 million American school children are “poor readers,” 
a problem that will haunt many for the rest of their lives. In the United States, 
which has one of the highest standards of living in the world, 42 million people 
cannot read, and every year, an additional 2 million adults join the ranks of the 
“functionally illiterate.” 

The NIU Literacy Clinic is working to change this. With nearly 50 years of 
service, the Clinic helps foster literacy and language development across the 
lifespan and provides practicum experiences for graduate students who are 
preparing to be reading specialists. Each year, about 100 students in grades 
K-12 come to the clinic for diagnostic assessment of reading ability and tutoring. 
Most are in 2nd - 4th grades, which are critical years in a child’s education. The 
Clinic is also a key partner in the “America Reads” program, providing one-on-one 
tutoring for DeKalb elementary school students who struggle with reading. Literacy 
professionals also look to the Clinic as a resource for professional development 
workshops.  

Earlier this year, the Literacy Clinic moved to the community’s “health and 
wellness” corridor, to share a facility with NIU’s Speech-Hearing-Language and 
Physical Therapy Clinics. The Clinic is now poised to expand its diagnostic 
and tutoring services. Its twelve tutoring rooms allow for private, individualized 
instruction, and the Clinic continues to be recognized as an excellent site for 
practicum experiences for graduate students in reading. Two-way mirrors and 
video recording equipment allow reading specialists-in-training to observe 

practitioners and clients 
without interruption; this 
equipment also offers the 
chance for specialists-in-
training to tape and critique 
themselves to improve 
instructional skills. Literacy 
Education courses for the 
reading specialist program 
also meet in the Clinic, 
providing ready access to 
specialized materials and 
demonstrations. 

Elish-Piper gets animated 
when talking about the clinic’s 
new home. “This location is 
much easier for the public to 
find. It is accessible, inviting, 
and more conducive to the 
work we are doing than our 
previous location was,” she 
says. “The equipment allows 
for reflective practice and 
effective training, and we are 
now clustered with programs 
that also provide valuable 
language development 
services to the community.”  

Services are offered on 
a sliding fee scale to ensure 
access and affordability for 
everyone.  The Literacy Clinic is planning a community open house later this fall to 
showcase its new home and to heighten awareness of its programs and services. 
For more information, visit www.cedu.niu.edu/ltcy/services/lit_clinic.shtml.    

Continuity gives us roots; change gives us branches, letting us stretch and grow and  
reach new heights. ~Pauline R. Kezer

Researcher Explores Experiences of Women in  
Chicago’s Puerto Rican Community

On September 26, assistant professor Laura Ruth Johnson presented, “Repaying 
the Sea: Conducting Community-Based Research in Chicago’s Puerto 
Rican Community,” sharing inspiring stories of women who balance family 
responsibilities, work demands, and the effects of poverty while working to realize 
their educational aspirations. The lecture was co-sponsored by NIU’s Presidential 
Commission on the Status of Women and the Women’s Resource Center. 

‘Repaying the Sea’ refers to a Puerto Rican folktale that illustrates the 
importance of giving back. “It’s my title when I talk about reciprocal research 
relationships,” says Johnson. “My job is not just to take information from the 
community, but also to develop relationships, to see the things they see are 
needed, to provide them with a voice and to use some of the 
implications identified in the research to help transform the 
situation.” 

Johnson spent five years working with women as the director 
of the Family Literacy Center in Paseo Boricua located in the 
Humboldt Park neighborhood. Although the women ranged in 
age from 14 to 45, Johnson discovered that they had two things 
in common: caring for a child younger than 7 and the strong 
desire to earn a high school diploma. Her work at the center 
focused on helping the women achieve that educational goal. 

Now an assistant professor in the Department of Educational 
Technology, Research and Assessment, Johnson still lives in the 
neighborhood and continues to talk and work with the women. She is developing 
a book about the challenges they face, their life trajectories, their dreams, desires, 
and capabilities. Her hope is that the book will encourage policymakers to 
allocate more funding to support the educational goals of young and impoverished 
mothers. 

When she was hired by the Family Literacy Center in 1993, Johnson knew little 
about Puerto Rico, but had a minor in Latin American studies and had studied 
the philosophies of Brazilian educator Paulo Freire, whose ideas influenced the 
center. In working with the women, Johnson learned the variety of factors that 

had prevented them from finishing high school, including family obligations and 
frustration with the public school system. She realized the significant employment 
obstacles for women with no diplomas. She learned how meager and fragile 
their economic support system was and heard them yearn for self-sufficiency and 
financial stability. She glimpsed their potential as she watched them learn social 
skills and help one another. 

Johnson feels that the all-female, intergenerational environment was especially 
helpful in that each woman came to understand that she was not alone in dealing 
with everyday challenges. The shared experiences and similar struggles helped 
bond the group in ways that Johnson never imagined. 

“Ten years later, there are still friends among that community,” 
she says. “They have a very strong social network for each other. 
They help each other find jobs. They help each other with child 
care. It’s really neat to see that they’re still in contact.” 

Johnson is currently interviewing 25 more women about their 
experiences and the longer term impacts of the Family Literacy 
Center program. This includes focus groups of women from 
different graduation years and of participants’ family members, 
including children who are now grown and can relate how their 
mothers’ school experiences shaped their own educational paths. 

Johnson says that when she asks project participants about 
their proudest moments, they tear up and tell her, “It was getting their diplomas. 
Now they can hold their heads high. They have this sense of confidence and pride 
in themselves.” 

Johnson says she has benefited from this experience, as well. “I’ve always 
gained strength from living and working in this community….It’s my life and also 
a place in which I can stay engaged with people as well as my research. I like to 
focus my work on people going about their daily lives and how people negotiate 
complicated factors. I feel I’m really part of solutions that are meaningful to 
people.”  Excerpts from Mark McGowan, Northern Today, 9/17/08.   

Literacy Clinic 
3100 Sycamore Road 
DeKalb, IL  60115

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Services: Diagnostic assessments, tutoring,  
professional development workshops
Fees: America Reads is provided free of charge. 
Diagnostic assessment–$60, Tutoring–$90. A sliding 
fee scale is used, and scholarships are available so 
that no one is denied services due to inability to pay.  

Reading support could help if your child…
Does not know sounds associated with all  •	
the letters
Skips words in a sentence and does not  •	
self-correct
Sounds out the same word every time it  •	
occurs on the page
Frequently guesses at unknown words rather •	
than sounding them out
Does not use various strategies to figure out •	
unknown words
Reads at a very slow pace•	
Frequently hesitates, mispronounces or says  •	
the wrong word, or reads words out of order 
when reading aloud
Does not understand or remember what he or •	
she has read
Has a limited vocabulary•	

 
Contact:  (815) 753-1416 
Website:  www.cedu.niu.edu/ltcy/services/lit_clinic.shtml

Flag of Puerto Rico
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On April 24, 2008, Marjorie Albohm, MS, ATC, spoke to about 200 people 
who attended the 3rd annual Roger Kalisiak Distinguished Alumni Athletic Training 
Lecture Series hosted by the College of Education at Northern Illinois University. 
Albohm has served on the medical staff of the Winter Olympic Games in Lake 
Placid, the Summer Olympic Games in Atlanta, the Pan American Games, Track 
and Field Olympic Trials, and the World Gymnastic Championships. Albohm has 
received the National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) Most Distinguished 
Trainer Award, the Tim Kerin Award for Excellence in Athletic Training and was 
inducted into the NATA Hall of Fame in 1999. She became NATA’s 11th elected 
president in June 2008, presiding over a membership base of over 30,000 
members nationwide. 

Athletic trainers are allied health professionals who are experts in injury 
prevention, assessment, treatment and rehabilitation, particularly in the orthopedic 
and musculoskeletal disciplines. The ATEP program at NIU has a highly 
competitive admissions process and is housed in the College of Education’s 
Department of Kinesiology and Physical Education (KNPE). Albohm chose athletic 
training (AT) as a profession due to her experiences as a physical education major 
and a field hockey player in the early days of Title IX. She was one of the first five 
women nationwide to be certified in athletic training in 1975; now 51% of NATA’s 
membership is female. 

As president of NATA, Albohm will focus on securing athletic training as a 
health care profession and moving it forward in the health care field. “For the past 
twenty years, AT has become more integrated into the health care setting,” she 
says. “We need to solidify AT’s service role in health care across the age span. 
The ‘baby boomers’ are still playing, so there is a clear demand for our services. I 
hope that NATA will inspire athletic trainers to be proud of who they are as health 
care clinicians.”

When asked what advice she would give to young people considering the AT 
field, Albohm said, “Get all the experiences you can in different practice settings. 
See it, experience it, visit different clinical sites, shadow established professionals 
so you have a real idea of the opportunities out there for you. It is so exciting to be 
an athletic trainer today; the field is really opening up, and the really big question 
is, ‘Where do I want to work?’” 

In delivering her lecture, Albohm had high praise for the college’s AT program: 
“NIU has a recognized program, with a strong reputation and a long heritage 

Roger Kalisiak Distinguished Alumni  
Athletic Training Lecture Series

On May 22-23, 2008, the NIU College of Education’s Blackwell History of 
Education Museum, in collaboration with other institutions, initiated the Society 
for Educating Women by sponsoring a conference at Jane Addams Hull-House 
Museum in Chicago. Sponsoring agencies included The Jane Addams Hull-House 
Museum, the University of Oklahoma, and Fairfield University. The International 
Society for Educational Biography provided scholarship aid for several 
participants. 

The conference brought together professors, students, teachers, activists, 
researchers, and concerned citizens from North America, Africa, Asia, and 
Europe around the theme, Educating Women: The Status of Research on the 
Education of Girls and Women. Topics included coeducation, single-sex schooling, 
teacher education, and women’s studies, as well as women’s instructive folklore, 
educative social movements and friendships. 

Four keynote speakers called attention to issues of recurring concern. Ruth 
Sweetser, president of the AAUW, opened the conference with a lecture about 
the history of the group’s research on girls’ and women’s education. She talked 
about its most recent report, Where the Girls Are (www.aauw.org/research/
WhereGirlsAre.cfm), which debunks the myth of a “boys’ crisis” in U.S. education 
and concludes that understanding race/ethnicity and family income levels 
are critical to understanding educational achievement. Kolawole Babatunde, 
representing Nigeria ActionAid International (www3.actionaid.org/nigeria), 
discussed constraints on girls’ education and grass-roots efforts to eradicate 
illiteracy in northern Nigeria. The first day closed with a lecture and film on Hull-
House and a tour of the museum. 

Jane Roland Martin opened the second day with, “Making Research on 
Women Count,” a lecture critiquing the “hidden” curriculum of misogyny, 
drawing imaginative inspiration from the concept of the land grant university, and 
envisioning new approaches that the Society might take in the twenty-first century. 
Gaby Weiner, now of Edinburgh University, Stirling University, and Manchester 
University in the U.K., formerly of the University of Umeå in Sweden, discussed 
“Too Much Talk and Too Little Action: Trends in Research on Gender and Education 
in Europe and the Anglophone World,” comparing so-called “second wave” 
and “third wave” feminisms there with a content analysis of journals that suggest 
possible future directions. 

Visit www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell/news/educatingWomenConfProgram.shtml 
to view the full program. Selected papers will appear in forthcoming special 
issues of Educational Studies and Vitae Scholasticae. Meanwhile the community is 
preparing also to publish its own online, refereed journal, Educating Women, with 
password-protected spaces for discussing its articles. 

The brainchild of Lucy Townsend of the Department of Leadership, Educational 
Psychology and Foundations, Susan Douglas Franzosa, and Susan Laird, The 
Society for Educating Women is an international, intergenerational community 
of learning that explores issues about women, gender, and education. Visit their 
website (www.educatingwomen.net) for more information and to learn how to join 
this exciting community of learners. 

Educating Women

behind the degree,” she said. “It 
is a great honor for me to be here 
and receive this recognition.” 

The Roger Kalisiak Distinguished 
Alumni Lecture Series provides 
funding to bring recognized 
experts in the field of athletic 
training to campus to address 
students, alumni, faculty, staff, and 
the general public about trends 
and issues in the field. The lecture 
series was established by NIU AT 
alumnus Roger Kalisiak and his 
wife, Cathy, to ensure that students 
and others interested in athletic 
training have the opportunity to interact with and learn from recognized experts 
working in the field. 

AT alumnus Matt Munjoy (2002), who attended this year’s lecture, had this to 
say about the lecture series:

“Thanks to everyone who made this lecture series a success. As I attended the 
lecture Thursday evening, I realized the magnitude of the people in attendance 
and their part in the success of not only the NIU Athletic Training Program, but 
more importantly, their role in the success of the profession statewide….There is a 
sense of pride and respect for the leadership within the athletic training community. 
I am proud to be a product of all that hard work….Seeing those individuals and 
the relationships that exist between those who have been in this business for a long 
time inspires a lot of us to be more involved in the future of the profession. I’m not 
sure how much you receive appreciation for all of your work, but you have made 
it possible for many of us to thrive. You should know the positive effects of your 
work. Thank You.” 

The next lecture will be held in Spring 2009; the public is welcome to attend. 
Watch the KNPE website (www.cedu.niu.edu/knpe) for details.   

The following lecture series and colloquia help broaden and enrich the scope of 
the educational experience in the College of Education. These events encourage 
interdisciplinary interaction; offer a forum for sharing ideas about recent research, 
problems, and issues in education; and help recognize exemplary presentations 
and researchers. We invite you to attend these events and promise that you will 
come away energized, educated, and better informed. 

Roger Kalisiak Distinguished Alumni Lecture Series
The lecture series was established in the Department of Kinesiology and Physical 
Education by Roger Kalisiak, an alumnus of the athletic training program, and his 
wife, Cathy, to bring recognized experts in the field of athletic training to campus. 
The series aims to ensure that students and others interested in athletic training 
have the opportunity to hear from, interact with and learn from these experts. 
Lectures, held in the spring annually, are open to the public. For more information, 
check the KNPE website at www.cedu.niu.edu/knpe. 

James and Helen Merritt Distinguished Service Award for Philosophy of Education
For fifteen years, James Merritt, philosopher of education and professor emeritus, 
and Helen Merritt, artist and professor emerita of art history in the college of 
visual and performing arts, have sponsored a series of presentations and colloquia 
featuring premier scholars whose works have deeply influenced educational 
thought and practice. As the first professor of philosophy of education at NIU, 
Dr. Merritt believes that philosophy has a strong, positive role to play not only in 
teacher education, but in everyone’s participation in a democratic society, as well. 
This year’s lecture will feature Dr. Louis R. Gordon, beginning with a reception 
at 3:30 PM in the Holmes Student Center Sky Room, with lecture following, on 
October 23. For more information, visit the LEPF website at www.cedu.niu.edu/lepf. 

John A. Niemi International Lecture Series 
Named for this beloved professor in the Department of Counseling, Adult and 
Higher Education, this series, presented in collaboration with the Office of 
International Initiatives, aims to enhance awareness of global issues affecting 
education. On September 18, 2008, Dr. Robert Schalfoff of Yamaguchi Prefectural 
University, Japan, spoke on “Current Challenges in Japanese Higher Education: A 
Look at How One Public University is Rising to Meet Them.” For information about 
future presentations, check the CAHE website at www.cedu.niu.edu/cahe.  

Professor Jean W. Pierce Educational Studies Colloquium Series
This lecture series focuses on issues in school leadership, research on human 
learning and educational development, and critical examinations of historical, 
social, and cultural factors that shape learners, teachers, and educational 
institutions. Dr. Kerry Burch (LEPF) spoke about “Socrates as Parrhesiast: Profiles 
in Intellectual Courage” on September 12th. Dr. Hayal Kackar will discuss “Data 
Collection in Appalachia: Reflections on a Week of Research on Community 
Service” on October 10th , and another lecture is slated for November 14th, with 
the speaker and topic to be determined. More information may be found at  
www.cedu.niu.edu/lepf.   

Lecture Series/Colloquia

NATA President Marjorie Albohm and  
Lemuel W. Watson, Dean, College of Education
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Race Across The West: A Personal Reflection
[Editor’s Note: On June 12, 2008, KNPE Department Chair and avid cyclist Paul 
Carpenter won the Race Across the West [RAW], an endurance race from Oceanside, 
CA, to Taos, NM that was part of the Race Across America. Paul covered 1,044 miles 
in 3 days, 11 hours, and 27 minutes, averaging 12.51 mph. Here, he reflects on his 
experience.]

I decided to take part in the Race Across the West (RAW) to see if the full Race 
Across America (RAAM) distance was possible. While I now understand more 
about race logistics, the planning required, and my own capacities, when asked if 
I will race in the 2009 RAAM my answer is, “Yes, maybe.” 

RAW was an amazing and incredible adventure. The route passed through 
spectacular scenery, including the deserts of southern California and Arizona, 
Monument Valley, and the Colorado and New Mexico Rockies. The race 
atmosphere was unique and the camaraderie uplifting. My crew, composed of 
my parents and a cousin and his wife, had no experience with ultra cycling and 
were concerned about letting me down. Never having raced with a crew before, I 
wasn’t sure how to work with them. But our shared experience brought not only a 
great sense of achievement, but was a rewarding emotional journey, as well.

The race had a number of physical challenges, including long climbs, the 
heat, and physical ailments. There were many hard climbs, none of which caused 
me any real problems. Climbs in the desert heat, with temperatures of 115°F, 
presented the greatest challenge. The combination of heat and blowing sand 
made conditions uncomfortable and cost me time for extended cooling down. 
Fortunately, the physical ailments I encountered were minor and easily remedied. 

There was only one point at which I questioned whether I had the strength to 
finish. The ride to Chama, N.M., had several tough climbs, and I was tiring. My 
legs felt heavy and I was falling asleep as I rode—a dangerous situation. I told my 

crew I needed a short nap. Truthfully, I was concerned that I had nothing left for 
the climbs to come, including one to the highest point on the route at 10,240 feet. 
As I settled in to sleep, I questioned my ability to finish. Roused in 30 minutes, I felt 
as if I had actually gotten some quality sleep. I struggled with strong crosswinds 
on the next climb. Fellow racer Michael Nehls joined me. As he pulled away, he 
wished me well. I put my head down, found a rhythm and pushed on. I had now 
ridden 934 miles in 3 days 3 hours and 19 minutes. With about 100 miles to go 
and 17 hours to do it in for an official finish, I knew I would make it.

As a sport psychologist, I should have some insights into the mental aspects of 
racing. But theory doesn’t always translate into practice! Psychologically, I had 
to deal with three issues: 1) confidence in my ability to ride twice as far as I ever 
had, 2) coping with adversity, and 3) sleep deprivation. I was confident that I 
would complete the race within the official time limit. I had trained well and was 
in great condition. I was mentally prepared, and I was not anxious about the 
distance. My plan to focus on time-station to time-station rather than the overall 
distance made the race manageable and gave me confidence. While the heat was 
a challenge, my concerns about sleep deprivation were not realized. Staying alert 
was only an issue on two occasions, with one, described above, being more of a 
crisis of confidence. 

Although my primary goal had not been to win, as the race progressed I 
became aware of my race position. While my crew didn’t tell me how I was 
placed, and I tried not to get caught up in a battle for the lead, the media let me 
know where I stood each time they pulled alongside. I knew this was a long, tough 
race and that my final race position would take care of itself, and it did. Competing 
was an unforgettable experience and the highlight of my ultra cycling career to 
date. Stay tuned for 2009!   

“I Believe in Change:” 
Educating Malawi Girls
“When a Malawi girl drops out of school, 
that is the end of her education. Some girls 
begin families at 17, and their life then 
becomes caring for the children, the home, 
working in the gardens, and making sure the 
family has clean water. I have seen girls – 
bright girls – who could have had a future, 
but dropping out of school ended that.” 

Assistant Professor Margaret Mbilizi in 
the Department of Counseling, Adult and 
Higher Education and co-director of NIU’s 
Office of International Initiatives sadly relates what she has witnessed in Malawi. 
A narrow, land-locked country in southern Africa, Malawi is one of the least 
developed countries worldwide, with 65% of its 10 million people living in deep 
poverty. Educational opportunities are limited, especially for girls, with only 9% of 
females receiving a primary education and 5% completing secondary school. Less 
than 1% completes a university education. 

As a native Malawian, Mbilizi is among that very fortunate 1%. After receiving 
her undergraduate degree in the U.S., Mbilizi returned to Malawi. She became 
the Director of Higher Education for Malawi’s Ministry of Education and eventually 
served as Special Assistant on Education to the president of Malawi. The problems 
she witnessed in the field changed her life. “I could not forget the plight of 
the people in the villages. I would ask myself, ‘How do I help them get out of 
poverty?’” Mbilizi recounts. “After some time, I thought perhaps I could make a 
greater impact if I ran for a seat in Parliament.” 

But in Malawi’s male-dominated society, Mbilizi was unsuccessful in her 
Parliamentary bid. So, she returned to the U.S., completed her doctorate, and 
achieved her dream of becoming a university professor. But she was haunted by 
images of the poor Malawians – particularly the young girls. Once a girl becomes 
pregnant in Malawi, she is no longer allowed to attend school. Many unwed 
mothers are rejected by their families, so even if they wanted to return to school, 
the support system is not there. Chronic poverty and gender inequity contribute to 
the poor outlook for these young women.  

“Being in education for a very, very long time, I realize that you can solve 
problems with simple solutions. I knew there must be a way. And when I began 
reading about other projects in developing countries, projects using the Flexible 
Learning System, I thought that might work in Malawi, too.” 

Flexible learning systems (FLS) are fairly recent developments; they focus on 
providing learners with increased choice, convenience, and personalization to 
suit their particular learning needs. To determine whether this approach might 
be effective in providing basic education and life skills education for females in 
Malawi, Mbilizi has completed a field study in the country’s rural, southern region, 
interviewing 70 females from five villages. Preliminary results of the field data are 
promising: of the 70 interviewed, 50% expressed a desire to return to school, over 
70% said they would like help in starting their own business, and many would like 
to reach the college level. 

Mbilizi is now examining FLS models in other countries to see how they might 
be modified to work in Malawi. She hopes her research will effect systemic 
change in the political and educational systems so that all girls can complete their 
education, regardless of their situation. 

“These young girls can still learn. Education can still change their lives,” she 
says. “I believe in change. I believe in trying new things. With the support of 
educational and political leaders, we will find a way to help these women and 
girls realize their educational aspirations.”   

Awards/Honors
Connie Haley (CAHE Ed.D. candidate) is a co-author of the book, Radio Frequency 
Identification Handbook for Librarians, published by Libraries Unlimited. 
Sarah Radtke, (CAHE alumna) has an article published in the National Athletic 
Trainers’ Education Journal: “A Conceptual Framework for Clinical Education in Athletic 
Training.”
Han Sik Shim (CAHE alumnus) and Hae-Young Lee (CAHE alumnus) are now 
researchers for the newly formed National Institute of Lifelong Education in Seoul, South 
Korea. They have both published articles based on their dissertations in the Journal of 
Industrial Teacher Education.
Gina Delmont (instructor, KNPE) and Phil Voorhis (KNPE alumnus), who is also the head 
athletic trainer for the NIU Huskies, are the 2008 winners of the prestigious Athletic 
Trainer Service Award from the National Athletic Trainers Association. 
Mike Braid (KNPE alumnus) is a 2008 inductee into the Michigan Athletic Trainers 
Society Hall of Fame. The former NIU head athletic trainer (1990-94) received the 
honor this past May, in recognition of his dedicated and professional service to the 
field. 
Pamela Nelson (professor emerita, TLRN) was selected by the International Reading 
Association to receive a 2008 Maryann Manning Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Award. This prestigious award is given to only five dedicated volunteers annually. 
Stacy Kelly (LEPF Ed.D. candidate) landed a key position as a policy research associate 
for the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB), the leading advocacy group for 
Americans who are blind or visually impaired. Kelly will be focusing on legislation 
affecting those with visual impairments. 
Li-Jen Kuo (assistant professor, LEPF) has been named a 2008-09 National Academy 
of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellow. Kuo was one of only 20 fellows selected 
from a pool of over 150 applicants to receive the award, given in recognition of her 
potential to enhance the future of education research. 
Jennifer A. Schmidt (assistant professor, LEPF) and M Cecil Smith (professor, LEPF) have 
received a grant of $476,131 from the National Science Foundation for a three-year 
project to explore the context of high school science programs from the perspective 
of female and male students. The project will provide crucial foundational knowledge 
about students’ actual experiences in science classes and could have substantial 
implications for instructional practices, course design and curriculum in high school 
science. 
M Cecil Smith (professor, LEPF) is the principal investigator for a three-year, $150,000 
project funded by the National Science Foundation. Along with Wei-Chen Hung 
(associate professor, ETRA) and Thomas Smith (assistant professor, ETRA), Smith will 
develop and assess the effectiveness of ResearchMentor, a computerized research 
methods application that provides a contextualized, interactive, scenario-based 
environment to present research methods principles. 
Robert Carter (instructor, TLRN) received the Malcolm D. Swan Award from the 
Environmental Education Association of Illinois (EEAI). This award recognizes 
excellence in the field of environmental education and places Carter among the ranks 
of top educators in the field. 
Lynette Chandler (professor, TLRN) received the Service to the Executive Board Award 
from the International Division for Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional 
Children in recognition of her work on behalf of the organization. 
Lisa Yamagata-Lynch (associate professor, ETRA) has landed her first book contract 
with Springer, the largest publisher of books in science, technology and medicine. 
Yamagata-Lynch will write a methodology book on systems analysis. 
Piyathida Sereebenjapol (Ed.D. candidate, ETRA) co-authored a paper, “M-Learning: 
Moving Beyond the Static to Learn Thai Wirelessly,” presented at the ED-MEDIA 2008 
World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia & Telecommunications held 
in Vienna, Austria. 
Kay Shelton (Ed.D. candidate, ETRA) presented a paper entitled, “Teaching Students 
the Emotional Topics of Islam and Immigration Using Displaced Learning,” at the World 
Universities Forum held in Davos, Switzerland. 
Brandon Taylor (Ed.D. candidate, ETRA) presented his research about using online 
library databases via an iPhone®/iPod Touch® for the Technology, Colleges and 
Community Worldwide Online Conference.   

Focus group discussions
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Upcoming Events
James and Helen Merritt Philosophy of Education Lecture–Dr. Louis Gordon

Thursday, October 23, 3:30 p.m.  
Holmes Student Center Sky Room

Last Home Football Game – GO HUSKIES!!
Saturday, November 25, NIU vs. Navy, 6:00 p.m. Kickoff

College of Education Holiday Celebration
Wednesday, December 10, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Anderson Hall 100

NIU December Commencements: 
Graduate–December 13, Undergraduate–December 14

College of Education Spring Event (invitation only)
Friday, April 17, NIU-Naperville  

Contact Gail Hayenga (815-753-8370 or ghayenga@niu.edu) for  
more information about the above events or opportunities to volunteer.

Professor Assists  
Teachers of Youth  
Experiencing Homelessness
On any given day, over 1.5 million children experience homelessness, living on 
the streets of America’s small towns, rural areas, resort communities, and urban 
areas. While devastating, homelessness does not mean that young people cannot 
succeed. Maylan Dunn-Kenney can attest to this, having witnessed first-hand the 
amazing resiliency of youth. 

One of the fourth-graders in her Oklahoma City classroom had spent years 
living in a family car. Once she became aware of this, Dunn-Kenney changed 
how she interacted with the student and watched as this bright girl caught up to – 
and in some cases surpassed – her classmates.

“I gave her just a little special attention, maybe just a few minutes of review 
or stopping at her desk a little more often,” says Dunn-Kenney, now an associate 
professor of early childhood education in NIU’s College of Education. “She had 
the ability to succeed in school, but never the opportunity.”

Dunn-Kenney hopes to broaden that opportunity for other children in similar 
circumstances through her work with Dian Nilan, a national advocate for those 
experiencing homelessness. Dunn-Kenney has developed a curriculum for 
teachers to help recognize signs of homelessness and then intervene to provide 
the best-possible education. NIU communications professor Laura Vazquez also 
worked on the project. 

The curriculum, called “Jonathan’s Heart,” is already being integrated into 
some College of Education courses. It is available online at Nilan’s website 
(www.hearus.us/), which also features statistics, testimonials, and a video about 
the plight of children experiencing homelessness. Vazquez and NIU alumna 
Becca Barry helped to create the video. 

Dunn-Kenney says, “When you show the video, teachers become more 
sensitive, but they don’t really know what to do. Now we have really specific 
instructions for the classroom so that if teachers are faced with this complex 
problem, their role is understandable.” The curriculum outlines warning signs of 
homelessness and includes case studies. Teachers also learn about the McKinney-
Vento Act, federal legislation that guarantees schooling for homeless children and 
outlines expectations for schools to assist them. 

Sensitivity and understanding on the part of educators is critical. “Homeless 
children are ordinary children, and this is something that’s happened to them 
in their lives,” says Dunn-Kenney. “Extremely intelligent children experience 
homelessness. We need to provide stability and routine.” 
Excerpts from Mark McGowan, Northern Today, 9/2/08.  

Lemuel W. Watson, Dean

Dean Lemuel Watson and Phoenix, AZ area alums in April 2008.

It is autumn in the Midwest, which is one of the most 
magical times of the year to come to Northern Illinois 
University. If you have not been back in a while, you 
will be amazed at the changes. Change is inevitable, 
and as humans we have very little power to halt it.  
We have embraced change in the College of Education 
and understand that we must be active in planning 
our destiny with regard to the changing economy, 
demographics, external demands, and the public’s 
expectations of an institution of higher education. 
Whenever possible, I tell the stories of how remarkable and committed our faculty 
remain as we work smarter at doing more with less. Currently, we are gearing up 
for our NCATE accreditation visit next year, and faculty and department chairs 
have done an outstanding job of writing reports in preparation of the review. 

We continue to strengthen our student teaching experiences by centralizing the 
clinical office for a more seamless and direct approach to working with students, 
faculty, and school districts. We would also welcome any volunteer who might 
want to be a part of the supervision process for our students in the field. 

Last year, as we began the strategic planning process, the committee included 
faculty, staff, alumni, retirees, and friends. Our strategic planning process will 
continue this year as we chart our course for the future, and our alumni, retirees, 
and friends are again welcome to the table for that discussion. 

I have been at NIU for six years, and I have seen tremendous additions to 
and changes within the staff, faculty, and administration of the College. In fact, 
our leadership team has two new department chairs. Dr. Barbara Johnson is the 
new department chair for Counseling, Adult and Higher Education, and Dr. Lara 
Luetkehans is the new department chair for Educational Technology, Research 
and Assessment. 

Yes, the adage tells us, “Nothing is permanent but change,” and we can 
attest to it. As you will see from this issue of the newsletter, we have included a 
calendar of events and lectures that you could attend during the upcoming year. 
We would love to have you come and be a part of a class and visit with our 
faculty and students. Your feedback and suggestions are always welcome, and 
you are an integral part of our future. 


